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Ladies:

The official report of the Secretary states that 10,046 copies
of our documents have been sent out officially during the past
year, mainly to editors, legislators, librarians, college presi-
dents and clergymen of all denominations, besides many others
sent on private account,

On December 12th, 1905, the Chicago Charter Convention
met and appointed its Committees, and commenced the pre-
liminary work of framing the new City Charter. It was our
first intention to wait till the hearing offered by the Committee
on Municipal Elections, to whom the matter of granting mu-
nicipal suffrage to women was referred, before making any
statement of our side of the question. But our oppo-
nents took the field immediately and in force, so that we were
obliged to issue our first Protest, which censisted of practical
and statistical arguments covering nearly the whole ground
in March. (Copy submitted herewith.) On May 28th the
first hearing was held and we presented a Remonstrance signed
by a Committee composed of the officers and the Executive
Board of the Association and a few prominent members.

We supposed that this was to be the only hearing, but soon
after the middle of October we received notice that a second
hearing would be given October 23d. The ladies of the Com-
mittee who had been given charge of the work, were much
scattered, two of them being in Europe and others out of town
beyond reach in time for the hearing. We were told that
our opponents would present a petition signed by ten thou-
sand men and women; that they had the indorsement of the
Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs numbering twenty thou-
sand members, of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,
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of the Illinois Federation of Labor, of the Chicago Woman’s

Club and several other local organizations. It was impossible

to ignore the occasion and equally impossible to meet it with a

united front. The only thing left to do seemed to be for the

President to act upon her individual responsibility, It was

a trying ordeal but the memory of twenty years of faithful

anti-suffrage work in this community, and the deep convic-

tion that in society as in nature it is often the silent influ-
ences which are the most uncompromising and the most uncon-
querable, sustained her.

The Open Letter printed on a later page was therefore pre-
pared and sent to the Chairman of the Committee on Municipal
Elections with the request that it should be read by the Sec-
retary. .

The reading proceeded quietly until the two paragraphs
printed below in bold type had been concluded, when a lady
of the opposite side rose to move that the paper be excluded
on the ground of irrelevancy. Another lady gave the motion
a prompt second. Professor Graham Taylor, Professorial
lecturer on Sociology of the University of Chicago, a member
also of the Committee, put the motion and it was carried
amid some excitement. The attention of Professor Taylor
was, however, called to the remaining lines of the paper.
After reading them he moved a reconsideration and the paper
was restored to its standing by a unanimous vote, The ex-
citement, however, had not wholly subsided and the Commit-
tee adjourned to November 1st without taking a vote.

Meantime an earnest appeal was made to your President
to put the question of the “irrelevancy” of her argument before
the public on its merits. She therefore prepared a letter which
was printed in the Record-Herald of Sunday, October 28th,
and was sent the following day to the Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Municipal Elections, with the request that it should
be filed as a part of the Anti-Suffrage argument. The Com-
mittee met November 1st and reported unfavorably upon the
petition for Municipal Suffrage for Women by a decisive vote,

With this explanation the following letters are respectfully
submitted :

AN OPEN LETTER.

To the Honorable the Committee on Municipal Elections, Ap-
pointment and Tenure of Office of the Chicago Charter
Convention.

GenTLEMEN —The opponents of woman suffrage as repre-
sented by the Illinois Association Opposed to the Extension
of Suffrage to Women, have already had the h.onor tcz Iay_ be-
fore your honorable body two papers expressing their views
concerning the granting of municipal suffrage to womer}.
These two papers cover in a general way the grounds for their
belief that to impose such political duties upon women .would
be unjust to the women, uncalled for by public opinion, a
menace to the best interests of our social and don.lestxc life, zzmd
to the civil and political power of the community. pne im-
portant phase of the subject, howelver, has been given but
slight attention, and that is the relatl?n.of woman s-uffrage to
the propaganda of revolutionary SO(-:lahSIl'l, which is at pres-
ent the acknowledged and most active and strennious foe of
Christian civilization. The undersigned, theref'ore, on the oc-
casion of this second formal hearing of the subject, begs le:fwe
to call the attention of your lwnora}:)le b'ody to the following
facts which must be briefly stated in this paper, but can be

dily substantiated. _ |
1-mil[t i)sr a matter of public record that the Social Democratic

party has from its first inception demanded thfa recognition (E)f
woman as a political factor. Every one of its platforms in
Europe and this country for the .pa.st t.hlrt}f years has declared
for universal suffrage without distinction of sex.. The eman-
cipation of women from all laws and customs which make her
position in society different from that of man has also been
generally demanded. Mrs. Ida Husted Harper, a well known
woman suffragist, who was a delegate from this country to
the recent International Woman Suﬁfrage'Alliance held at
Copenhagen, writing to the Boston Transcript of August 11,
1906, says very explicitly : .

“The movement to emancipate women is in many parts of
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Europe in the hands of Socialists, not the moderate type which
for the most part represent Socialism in America, but the rad-
ical and extreme class, who would overthrow absolutely the
existing institutions, including marriage.”

No better witness than Mrs. Harper could be desired, both
for impartiality and for actual knowledge of the situation.
What the effect of this so-called emancipation of woman would
be upon our domestic and social life becomes in view of such
testimony a subject demanding the most profound and careful
consideration on the part of both men and women, for both
are interested in the maintenance of the laws and institutions
which protect the home and ensure the operation of those re-
fining and spiritualizing influences which proceed from it. It
requires very little study to see that these doctrines, if carried
into effect, would completely revolutionize the position of
woman in society.

Marriage, as at present constituted, unites her to the father
of her children by a legal tie, which cannot be broken except
by legal process, gives her certain vested rights in his prop-
erty, a legal claim upon his labor for her support and a moral
claim upon his love and protection during the years of her
maternity and those later years when age incapacitates her
for self support. All these recognized and established rights
Socialism sweeps away at a blow. Under its sway woman be-
comes an independent citizen, laboring for her own support
precisely as a man does, at the same tasks, for the same pay,
bearing the same political responsibilities, amenable in short
to all the duties of the outside world, in addition to those which
nature places upon her in the bearing of children. Such an
alrangement, we believe, would be most unjust and oppressive
t(.) women, a high-handed invasion of the rights and immuni-
tfes secured to them by the customs and treditions of civiliza-
tion and by the government under which we live. The ma-
teruz}l burdens of woman as a sex were placed upon her by
Aln?1ghty God, and men either in their social or political ca-
pacity ‘have no power to relieve her of them. The devotees
of Socialism may, as they propose to do, tear down the walls
of the home, destroy all its legal safeguards; they may turn
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women out into the world, leaving their weaker phystcal na-
ture defenseless against the selffish instincts and passions
which ever control men except as they are influenced and gov-
erned by the refining experiences and men_wries of tllle home
life; they may make that virile str(?ngth which 11ature mtende‘d
to be the safeguard of woman’s virtue, the prote‘?tlon of her-
self and her babes against rapacity and wrongd.omg, oTE none
effect for these purposes; but those sacred functions which the
home was created to shelter and protect the;i can never abro-
gate. Any economic schem.e therefore which puts] .\T‘omzm
upon a utilitarian equality with man, and makes h?r‘ 11&_.. com;
petitor in the market places of the worlq, to the de:tmcho‘n 0
her value as a home maker, which‘deprwe.s ler of that virtue
which alone fits her for the inestimably {mpOrt&u{t and holy
duties of motherhood, by abrogating marriage anc encourag-
ing promiscuous relations betweenl men and w01.nelt11, mu{st f;fs
pect that this fact will be taken into account in the worlc

judgment of it.
] ?u‘xg’ith Socialism as a political par‘t_\-'.\\-'e have at .p1ie.5ent.:ggh;
ing to do, but the influence which 1t‘1s alreadl}r eéei‘_un%fle 1:,11(1
schools and colleges, upon our' §0C1al and-lcln?mcs 1f: it ;me
upon public opinion COIMES legitimately w-lltunylo?é Ol-fl C\;ris_
for criticism. This influence e_.\:ten'ds over the w zlo SR
tendom and is, so far as the relation oflmen ar.lt '\wf)m rl -
concerned, and especially in regard to the ll.Ju.ra vy 0‘\}[“0'11 .a_
and the sﬁability of the home, m.c)st dentora Izmg_;.i N a?}, 1:1
dications prove this drift. We mtﬁ: b?-t tw((;) S{JCCI Hieméiii;n
When it was discovered that ‘I\-.[a_-\xm_ o; ey, t am
Socialist, was accompanied to this country y a hfomfm wh
as not ,his wife but who assumed that relat@l, and the two
Eere consequently ostracized, the outery which arose from
i 7 thizers that such treatment should not be .mded
il account of a “slight irregularity” in their ma-
O'Ut " the'm 211\\:'15 peculiarly significant. And the statement
:ﬁilchlc\iaii?o dojubt {rue that in the advanced ci}-cle.s of Euro-
pean Socialist society such an instlanc.e c')f puritanism would
be considered ridiculous and archaic, 1%1chcated a coarse.c?u-
tempt for American loyalty to all that is decent and Christian
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in f.arr}ilj'; life. Tt is this spirit which everywhere accompanies
Socialistic teaching concerning the emancipation of women,
and which today is threatening the stability of the home and
the sacredness of the marriage relation.

The second example comes nearer home. Before citing it

we beg to quote a few lines from the Socialist Campaign Book
of 1900, issued under the auspices of the National Campaign
Co{r‘nfmttee of the Social Democratic party.
' Today an organization of college Socialists has branches
in almost every institution of advanced learning in the coun-
Fry and counts its total adherents by the hundreds. The day
15 now almost at hand when the American universities, like
those of Europe, will be centers of Socialist propaganda.”

From an: article entitled ‘‘The Adventitious Character of
_Woman” In the American Journal of Sociology for 1906,
1t.ssued by tjne University of Chicago, we quote the following
lines, premising that they form but a brief portion of a para-
graph too long to be transeribed:

“There are thousands of girls leading irregular lives in
our large cities, whose parents think they are in factories,
St"res_and business positions, and many of them will return
to their native communities or drift farther, and be married
?;lld make good wives—uncommonly good wives some of

em, because they have had their fling. ‘If you drive na-
bure out at the door she will come back through the window,’
‘fllld _’Ghls interest in greater stimulation, is, I believe, the dom-
mmating force in determining the choice, or rather the drift,
of the so-called sporting woman, She is seeking what from
2 %55’ chological standpoint may be called the normal life.”’
of IEESZ f_vorc‘ts S(:arc‘.o:ly need comment from us. That girls
e ;r Ilves make ‘‘uncommonly good wives,”’ and that a
i 58 extended experience of life in the under world
the llorm); 115 necessary to the psychological completeness of
e Asé Wofﬂ&n, are surely strange discoveries to be made
institutionuij?;e Professor of Sociology in a great Christian
— ¢ the University of Chicago. Such language,

Submit, can hardly be accounted for except by the sup-
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position that the writer is in active sympathy with socialistic
views concerning the emancipation of woman. The wonder
grows when we consider that to this institution the sons
and daughters of Christian families are sent to be instructed
in the principles of right living, and that the arbicle is pub-
lished under the imprint of the Universiiy.

The aegis of free speech is invoked for the paragraph which
we have quoted. But there can be no monopoly of {ree speech.
We who claim to represent the interests of womanhood, of
those silent women at the fireside who are the presiding spirits
of the home, and the guardians of morality and public opinion,
may as justly claim its protection as our opPon311ts. There
are no legitimate privileges of free speech which are not ours
as well as theirs, and we make otr appeal to public sent‘iment
and the public consciousness of right and decency, with as
strong a claim for fair play and just judgment as they.

And this appeal we lay before you, gentlemen of the Com-
mittee on Municipal Elections of the Chicago Charter Conven-
tion, today. We ask that you will remember your mothers,
your wives, your daughters, the women of your homes, and by
your action protect them from the evil designs of Socialism;
that you will carefully guard them an.d all goo'd' womer from
a forced participation in the outdoor life of political strife and
contention, whose atmosphere world tend so surely to reduce
them to the coarse and materialistic level of the Socialistic con-

ception of womanhood.

e —

hairman of the Commnittee on Mu-

Hon. Lessing Rosenthal, C )
; f the Chicago Charter Convention.

wicipal Elections, etc., 0
Drar Sir:—I do not know much about parliamentary law,
but I am told that a personal explanation is always in order.
Since, as I anderstand, my Open Letter to your Cotmtritten
was thrown out of court upon a charge of “irrelevancy” and
only restored to the record as a concession.to the principle of
free speech, it seems to me that T have the right to clear myself
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if T am able of the original charge and to do it as publicly as
the affront was administered.

I have the honor, therefore, to submit to your honorab
Committee the enclosed printed letter and to ask that it may be
filed in addition to the other papers which represent our side
of the hearing concerning Municipal Suffrage for Women. All
these documents will be incorporated, together with this letter,
in my official report to this Association.

Very respectfully yours,
Carorint F, CogreIin,

President Illinois Association Opposed to the Extension of

Suffrage to Women.
October 29, 1906.

Curcaco, Oct. 25—To the Editor of the Chicago Record-
Herald: T have been asked by a gentleman who was present
at the hearing Tuesday, October 23, before the Committee on
Municipal Elections of the Charter Convention, to explain the
alleged irrelevancy in some parts of my letter read on that oc-
casion. I take pleasure in acceding to his request, although
for want of space the argument must be briefly rehearsed.

That all Socialists are woman suffragists may be taken as
proved by the fact that universal suffrage without distinction
of sex is a plank in all their party platforms, usually the first
plank, Also by the testimony given by Mrs, Ida Flusted Har-
per, a delegate from this country to the convention of the
Inte;rnational Woman Suffrage Alliance held at Copenhagen
du.rmg the past summer, that the movement for the enfran-
chisement of women in Europe is largely in the hands of the
revolutionary Socialists, who aim at the overthrow of all the
existing institutions, including marriage. Mrs. Harper also
states (see Boston Transcript, Aug. 11, 1906) that the presi-
dent of one of the National Woman Suffrage Associations in
Europe is an advocate of free love doctrines in their most
radical form,

Furthermore, a study of the Marxist doctrines, which dic-
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tate all the party work of the Social Democratic party here
and abroad, demonstrates that the whole system is founded
upon the absolute equality of the sexes. Equal work, equal
pay, equal political privileges, equal f’ree(-Iorr'l .from all legal
and moral restraints which conflict with individual fre.ed.om.

So woman suffrage is a sine qua non to Socialism} 1-t isa
thing without which Socialism cannot exi.st. That t.hls is un-
derstood to involve the overthrow of marriage, of social purity,
of parental care, may be abundantly proved by references to
their published works. For present purposes I quote from an
editorial in the New York Mail and Express of' Of:tobEr 20,
1906, last Saturday. T have no idea who w:'rot.e it; it came to
me haphazard. 1 quote it simply because it 1s accgrate and
up-to-date. It is entitled, “APostIes of Free Love,” and re-
lates to a book recently published by H. G. Wells, a well-
known Socialist. It reads: o

“When he comes to his description of the n}e\{ltable conse-
quences of the complete substitution of Socialism for. our
present competitive system he dcl}es not stop at generalizing
about the beatific effects upon society at large. He shows the
certain consequences to the indwldual_, the family and !:he
home. He shows that all pres:ent relations of man and wife,
parent and child, and oursen'tu;e moral code must be swept

installation of Socialism.

a“fgp]g;:fglﬁt the present day as p'ast, he teHs_ how ‘the o}d—
time men and women went .apart.m coup'les, mfo defe,:nswe
little houses, like beasts into little pits, and in the ‘homes’ they
ng to love, but really coming very' s00n .to
jealous watching of this extra\rflgant mutual .propnetors}up.
All freshness passed very speedily o.ut of thelrilove, out of
their conversation, all pride out of tht‘:‘..ll' common life. To per-
mit each other freedom was blank dishonor. .

“Not so when the universal brotherhood idea rules the
“We four from that time were very close, you under-
stand ; we were friends, helpers, personal low:*rs.in the.: world
of lovers. And in the new world theory this is no isolated
case of household promiscuity, for one and all ‘float upon a

sat down purposi

world.

sea of love.
11 .



“All this is nothing new to real students of the Socialistic
creed. The European Marxites are frank in their attack on
present sex relations, in their recognition that monogamy will
not be enforced if Socialism succeeds, and in their acceptance
of the unavoidable consequence of state control of children.
The tacit agreement of the propagandists in England and this
country, however, has been to hide this portion of their creed
from the people they wish to convert. Mr. Wells has been
more candid than his fellow Socialists believe is expedient at
present. All the more does he deserve our thanks.”

With all these facts it may readily be seen that the para-
graph I quoted from the article in the American Journal of
Sociology is thoroughly in accord. Its low estimate of woman-
ly purity, its palliation and even praise of free license in the
relations between men and women, bear the true Socialistic
stamp, the stamp of a theoretic state of society to which woman
suffrage is vitally necessary. My claim is, therefore, that
every vote for woman suffrage is a qualified vote for the So-
cialistic conception of womanhood, and for free license in so-
cial and domestic relations.

That women should he debarred, on account of any local
interests which may be injured thereby, from expressing their
indignant protest against such an assault upon their personal
honor, upen the dignity of their position in the home and in
society, and the high responsibilities which rest upon them as
wives and mothers and the court of appeal in all questions of
domestic and social morals, is manifestly absurd and atrocious.

There are women in Chicago who do not propose to allow
such assumptions to pass unchallenged, nor will they withdraw
their protest till the question is definitely settled whether
Christian civilization or Socialistic anarchy is to prevail. They
deeply feel that not only their own honor is involved, but the
preservation of society and the permanence of the nation.

CaroLiNE ¥. CORBIN,

President Illinois Association Opposed to the Extension of
Suffrage to Women.,



Address of Mrs. W. Winslow Crannell,

CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ANTI-
SUPFRAGE ASSOCIATION OF I'HE 3D JUDICIAL DIsTRICT
OF THE STaTE oF NEw VORK, BEFORE Tur CoM-
MITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS OF THE DEMOCRATIC
Narrowar, Convexrion, ar CHicsaco, Juny 8th,
1896.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Commitice on Resolutions :

T scarcely expected when I heard the cause of Woman Suffrage
presented at St. Touis to the Republican Convention, that T should
be forced to protest against it before your honorable body ; for it was
distinetly stated at that time that the suffragists either were, or were
willing to be, Republicans ; and that women suffragists everywhere,
f1ad worked to save the country from what they then termed
“Democratic and Populistic misrule.”” This fact is substantiated by
the plank that they succeeded in getting into the Republican plat-
form ; which was written by a prominent suffragist, was approved
by all of the suffragists present, and which runs:

¢“T'he Republican party is mindful of the rights and interests of
women, Protection of American industries includes equal oppor-
{unities, equal pay for equal work, and protection to the home. We
favor the admission of women to wider spheres of usefulness, and
welcome their co-operation in rescuing the country from Democratic
and Populistic mismanagement and misrule.”

And now they ask you, who they claim have mismanaged and
misruled the country, to give them the franchise that they may still
further work against you. If they were honest in their wording of
the Republican plank, then they would have no right to appear
before you; if they were nof honest, then they certainly have no
right to appear, because one of the reasons for which they ask the
franchise, is that they intend through it to purify politics ; and if
this he the manner of purification, it must be based upon the homeo-
pathic principle of Sémilic Stmilibus Curantur,

Vou know enough about polities, gentlemen, to take at its true
value the assertion that women, by voting, could change the existing
condition of things. But if they could, would you want your wives
or your daughters, your mothers or your sisters, to take active part



l-'l;uttlil; I?r‘;hE_Lrl;fS e st the polls, and even in the con-
would 11’3 Ojgslolzﬁmczoste_O?f’l)lmkmg them what it is claimed they
women, who WOL;Id 5 ‘?S : And after politics were purified by
hood would suffer 111133;1 2: o “’O.ul.en? Is it not true that woman-
while the purification ic i political morality would gain? And
and the charitable wos-lgm- S going to do the home work,
that they are often 1{1 _that now so fills the lives of good womell
strain? It is to buildTmhburdened’ aud break down beneath the
quench the Tight upon tll)m (;mes., not to break down their walls, and
Sonl R hearth stone, that women’s bhest energies

Mrs, Stanton-Blateh Lel
et b al‘ticl;] dt?lt;%l:liiel;v :SE blz.hzabeth Cady Stantol'u
order that women should ¢ etter to let home suffer in

ain 5 i
she said, ‘““who have Ilo?t ; £Conomic freedom, “Let the women”’
the taste for domestic work turn their

children over to other women’s care *?
mothers to-day ' a !
gy euccjm, and the trye duty of woman to wom Nasto
‘11' S rage and upbuild the home 13f il a.b e
5? sadly drifting ; and it is Sl b Ue from which we are
s s ; = nen i
clevating and purifying inflyence of Chri ‘)’]EId
marriage and home, that they rise to nistian te
: : a
men up to that plane wigh them
I appear before v :
€ You un
the many millio but as {1 i
o Y“ : 1S offwumen who havye hithert e o
d Wi come fr I'tO prove ¥ figilent
LN rom New Vorl State wher P] *‘.‘od the *‘sile
agists out of nearly 7,000,000 ?t e e
4 People, or, 29 organized
Populati BTy 99 wpan
: Pulation,
‘vlllg “’01"11611 Of

A i -
We have too many servant

themselves to the
i aching concerning
igher mora] level, and bring

T\'.:[Hing]y .

suffragists to every 100,000 of ]

asked to represent the home-lg -
there are but 51 organized suffragigt
of Pennsylvania where there a:lSt
every 100,000 of her population -e
are but 5 suffragists to every :

I have also been
Massachusetts where
100,000 of her people;
of Nefwj ;‘Il‘g.ani‘/.,e.d suffragists to
Al 100 dee 4L PELe liere thEre
cut where there are only o ~  Herinhabitants; of Connecti-
inhabitants; of South Carglj ,3 Suffragists to every \ f her
every roo,ooo of her petc)pl;{cl ‘}’here there are hut thre?;;?fizcrit% for
suffragists to every 100,000 ,ofo 1AﬂmmSELS where there are onl three
speak by women of pro;niu 1T people ; beside%-} AC’ - f d to
el el g ;1;;&1 in Califomia, \.\rlle1:e tf:f qj F’ :@t 4
but 13 suffragists to ,ever . o People; i rpjingg wherec tiere ’1?2
where there are only six Sué- I(‘)O’OOO of lier beople : in Micl ’0:111
i Ry = e e _1aglsts to every 100 ple ; in Michigs :
e Fi ; are but 3, SHE ;000 of her people;
people; m Towa where there L
100,000 of her people ; in Virginia are only
every 100,000 of her people ; Where the

S 1o eve ry
only

Sts to every 100,000 Of
SIX suffragists to every
e s but one suffragist to
here there are only six
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suffragists to every 100,000 of her people ; in Maine where there are
bhut 12 suffragists to every 100,000 of her people; in Ohio where
there are only 11 suffragists to every 100,000 of her people, and in
New Jersey where there are but eight suffragists to every 100,000 of
her people. All these requests coming to me unsolicited.

These statistics are taken from an address delivered by Mr. Catt,
husband of the National Suffrage organizer, before the National
Society, at their annual meeting last January; and published in the
Woman's Journal, the suffrage organ edited by Henry B. Blackwell,—
better known as the husband of TLaucy Stone,—and his daughter,
Alice Stone Blackwell. I make this statement so that it may not
be subject to contradiction by anyone present.

What are the reasons given for asking you to help the cause of
Woman Suffrage?

First; That women who pay taxes should have a ballot. In
answer we assert that the women who pay taxes do not want the
ballot. That taxes are not conditioned upon the right to vote,
That there is no discrimination against women in taxation. ‘That
tixation is the price the citizens pay for the protection of their
property, their life, their liberty. That many men are taxed who
have no vote,—the wealthy minor, and the man who living in one
town owns property in another. That the woman who pays taxes
will receive no benefit from the ballot which will not be an hundred
times counteracted by the ballot of the women who do not pay
tixes. That what is needed for the benefit of the tax-paying
woman is not an increased but a restricted ballot. That while there
are in New York State 144,000 women who pay taxes, there are
at least 1,500,000 wWomen who do not pay taxes; and the granting
of suffrage to these women would more than duplicate the evils from
which the tax-payer now suffers,

Second : ‘That when women have the hallot, they will be
employed constantly and at higher wages. The answer is shown in
the fact that men vote and are yet unemployed. That no employer
is going to pay au increased wage because the employee has the
franchise. That while there are, as in the factories everywhere, long
lists of girls waiting to be employed at nominal figures, no employer
is going to raise the pay of his employees because they ask an hour
off to vote on election day.

Third : ‘That the cause of temperance will be helped when
women vole. I admire the women who are working for temperance,

and wish them God speed, but feel perfectly sure that they are mis-
taken if they expect to be helped by the granting of suffrage to all
woimen Nor:(h, South, Fast and West. Statistics tell us that while
the population of the United States has increased but 20 per cent in
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Fhe last two decades, the dram drinking and drug taking women have
increased 500 per cent. The Christian Advocate is m;authority for
the statement that before the high license law in Philadelphia, Penn
out of 8,034 saloon licenses 3,696 were granted to women In JBostox;,
Mass. last Spring, out of 1,100 liquor. licenses 491 wer(; applied fo;‘
by women. ‘The same condition of things prevails nearly all over
our country. Would these women work for prohibition ?

Let us look carefully at what is asked for: ‘‘Equal pay for
equal work.” That sounds equitable and cousequentlx:r i'eqcslocu)qblc
But if the question of wages were to become g matter of le:risl'-tcti011‘
would you be willing to say to the already overburdened "mc;l‘ 1t e 1:
ployed workman that you believe that his wages should be‘ = 1;1 11,11
to those received by women? Forit is a fact bevond dis :1te( fc)ﬁqt
the wages paid is always a question of demand and su le “ r.u;d
women have entered nearly every field of labor onee a 115.)f{r1?q, ;ole
province ; and, by being willing and able to worlk fOI’LIO\\:EEI' ;f’tUeS
than, men, who haye families to Support, have crowded t} \th
Now if equal wages for equal work means anything at all .1tem i A
that no man shall be paid more for hig work thai t1 4 : i meax?e.
begging to receive. For instance, if that law could ble V\-ome? zu(le
enforced, the merchant conld Say to his male employe S ].321155:3c m;
fill his shop with girls at half the price he was Paviii 1 '1-at ‘“ Cf)}u-lL
he preferred keeping the man at the higher rate fle lg 1113.1, fulld *fx. tile
charge him or lower his wages to that which W'Cl)lllen 111.15? e1t‘1(‘31 dis
receive. But the whole thing is a farce, You do nozile{i a.\skmg t(;
doubt if any of you care, how much the workman i o ey ek
your clothes. Iknow that women do not . i & P:ald who malkes
not haggle over prices, and gloat over ]';ar erwise tl}ey. would
commoti-sense, It isp't PUetl‘.C 10T itma, gams. This is hard

ginative, Tt ; e it i
truth, and you are here to deal with truthg and not \:itllls fzﬁllm(?]. S
The number of votes cast at the general elec allacies.

12,034,858. To grant suffrage to woren would

double that number. Do you believe th
time, when industries languish, and our farmers are bein had £

: soqes e = : ushed to

’F]le wall, “11.116 our hanlers and merchants go into ba111~§ Pt ¥

it would be wise to add this immenge Increase tq e krup Lﬁz,t‘f mp
1g population?

tion in 18¢2 was
be to more than
at at this time, if at any

The facts for the suffragists to nrow .
for the protection of women,g and t]ilf T: i;ifllgtEzfﬁl‘agepls.necessary
State, ‘They have not and cannot proye either 3?%“1&1. e
Yorlk State, and in many of the other Stafes 3 W 10~d‘a§' in New
better by the laws that men have made, than]])y qﬁma? e
herself. A husband cannot sell his req] estate uncless; Stlle COL?ld 11_121_1(6
in the deed. He cannot deprive her by will of \1.-,,]1‘3 WI.EE L
The wife can by deed or will dispose of Ler entire Izs}uzts f i;ve;

4

personal, whether the husband consents or not. A father cannot
now apprentice his child or malke a valid appointnment of a testa-
mentary guardian without the consent of the mother, if she be living.
I'he wife can carry on business on her own account, and 1s entitled to
all the profits and earnings in that business, and may contract as if
she were unmarried. Ivery profession is open to women, and every
occupation also. Then what do they want, what will‘ they gain by
having the ballot? If men are not capable of managing the affairs
of the State and the Nation according to the highest and best ideas
of the race, that is of both men and women, will you permit e
to respectfully inquire what proper aud adequate share of this

world’s work you can perform? What is your natural place in the
order of society? Are you mere hewers of wood and drawers of
water? Vou cannot bear citizens; you cannot care for them in
infancy and rear them to manhood. ‘If you cannot govern them wit}l
wisdom and justice when they are given into your hands, what is
3-'0i1r reason for being? It strikes me that these \w.-'omen who want
toretain all the privileges of their sex, and secure besides thf)se, all that
they think a man has; who W_Emt to be men and_ )’_@ﬁ 1‘(:11(1‘;11.11 womeil;
#1 hardihood in coming to you and saying: “* You do not
know how to make laws; how to govern the people; you are corrupt
and misrule the nation. Give us the suffrage that we may supplant
you'' And they say this not for thelnselvesﬁalone, bu_t for :?11 the
women in this great nation, North, South, l',asiaud \?‘u’ fesl', without
regard to education or morality! They are to purify politics!

Gentlemen, a large nuinber gf the leaders of the :su.ffmge party
became a revising committee to give tq the world what is known .215
the Woman’s Bible. At the present time th'ey have ouly dealt with
the Pentateuch. I need only to quote from its columns to show you
its character. It is said: “T'he uttel‘l contempt for all the deceumfes
of life, and all the natural personal rights o.f women, as s‘et forth in
these I,Jages’ '__the Bible—'‘should dr?st.roy in the minds of women, at
least. all authority to syperhuman origin, and st.amp the Pentateuch
at le;st as emanating from thfa m‘ost FJ])SCCI[IG minds of a bzfrbarous
age.”” ‘'The story of the creation is said to 'Ilm_-'e bfaeu 1-na1‘11pulz~.1;cd
by Sone Jew in order to give heavenly authority for requiring the
woman to obey the main she marriec ',.’ W hE_ll it was t.ouud that the
Christian womeil all over the land %‘a1se§ their voices in pro.t-est, at
the National meeting of the suffragists, it was voted to 1‘-epudlate the
Woman’s Bible as & suffrage WO'TF: but ouly b_Y a maj O\l‘lt}" Of\t\\'elve.
They then cast the onus of revision upon Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
ol is siore to be honored for her t'l‘uthfulnessE .than are Fhe many
women whose names are found among the revising .comuuttee_. ‘zmd
who betray their leadet. Nne]arljglas msatnytOf the Ellrtltrlzles *11rL \-\-E‘mm;

illi : Blake as by Mrs. Stanton; and the character o

by Lillie Devereux z

have muc
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them will be seen when T tell you that she covers much space 1o
prove that ‘‘the chief point of interest in the parable of Balaam and
his ass, is that the ass belonged to the female sex.’’

5 Gy : : ;

These are the women who are going to give us better laws than
tho.se. founded on the Mosaic code, and who are going to purify
politics | Do you wonder, gentlemen, that the mothers appeal to
you ; the mothers who have builded their homes upon the truths laid
down in the Bible; and who have taught you toreverence it? ‘There
is little enough of reverence left in the world to-day. Take away
from men and women that belief in the Bible that causes them to
strive to do right for righteousness sake, and what have you?
History tells vou.

The suffragists speak of what has been accomplished by woman
suffrage in a hazy sort of way. Let us have facts:

Cheyenne, the capital of Wyoming, where women have voted
for a quarter of a century, has a population of less than 12,000, I
am told that in Cheyenne there are 25 licensed gambling houses, and
that saloons are as numerous as any other kind of stores; aund it has
been stated that not a single act of legislation aimed at the better-
ment of the human race, has been passed in Wyoming through
woman's influence. Gen. Thompson, who managed the Democratic
campaign in Wyoming, in 1892, said :—*“The women’s vote is the
easiest thing in the world to get, and the easiest thing to keep, and
the easiest thing to manipulate of any element in politics.” After
six month's residence in Wyoming, divorce may be obtained for any
one of eleven reasons |

satore of v 's inf ;
: The I}l&:tOl‘} 1 woman's mﬂgeme 1 the legislative halls of
16 ot ates where woman sufi : ; 5 :
t 1.:13 other blh%e‘j. \t 1111(: woman ‘?:1;. rage obtains, is not a glowing
i T T4 11 =3 o) - i E L .
tlll oute 1o theu {11 Sligsnee o 13101 ity, and has been in existence too
short a time to be given as precedent for : ; .
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¥ ! : sullrage. The record of the Mass-
achusetts vote is that in Boston in 1888, 20 2c0 i :
L T » 20,252 women registered in
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It has been stated to you that I have no right to claim that I
1 of New York, It has also been stated

represent 1,500,000 WOME . ta
that 400,000 women of New Vork had signed the suffrage petition,

The truth of the matter is, gentlemen, that two years ago when the
suffragists made an effort to strike out the word ‘‘male” from the
Constitution of New York, Miss Susan B. Anthony promised to offer
a petition signed by 1,000,000 womel of New York ; and with that
end in view, the suffragists canvassed New Vork State with that
energy for which they are noted. I should not be surprised to learn
that not one woman over 2I years of age had escaped having been
tried to be cajoled or coerced into signing the petition. The result
was a failure so great that they abandoned the idea of getting the
women to sign, and so they asked men to come to their help. They
paid for signatures sometimes as high as three cents. In one town
there were sent in the signatures of more women than there were
women in the town, over 21 years ofage. 'They did notsucceed even
then; so they claimed to have the signatures of 200,000 members of
the labor organization, and 50,000 grangers through their respective
secrefaries. Many members of both of these organizations have
denied since then having known of the petition, and also denied
having any sympathy with the woman suffrage movement.

They claimed also 75,000 W. C. T. U. members. Ihave personal
friends who are members of the W. C. ‘I. U. and who are bitterly
opposed to the granting of suffrage to all classes and conditions of
wometl,

But allowing for the sake of the argument that all these persons
signed the petition, they then only clﬂ.imed i@:}G,ooo naines ; as
1-eport€d at the time. I quote from an al.'tml.e written by F:ue of the
their defeat before the Constitutional Convention. ““We
wonien's names encircled by the great arms of labor
and clasped together by thc_ strong arms c‘}f the farm’’, which is poetic
at least, but whicl only claims QDO,IOOO*WDllliEll. e
There are 7,000,000 of people in New York State. It is fair fo

= thiat one-quarter of that number are women over 21 years of
iy o _5(; ooo. ‘'The truth is, that there are several thousand
i) H

men in New Vork State. But granting them those

leaders after
have 200,000
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age, that 15
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— ay clé 2 :
figures, 1 145 I represent I,500,000 women of voting age
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even if they do not ask for it”’. In the city of Albany, N. VY., inone
month's time §,320 women signed the anti-suffrage protest.. This
will give you an idea of the feeling of the women. In this number
were nearly every tax-paying woman in Albany as well as women
who worlk for their daily bread. Onmy return home from St. Louis, I
was delighted beyond expression when I went into one of our largest
dry-good shops to have one of the women clerks thank me for the
position I had taken at St. Louis, and before I left the shop every
girl in the department had expressed her thanks. One of them
said: ““We signed the suflrage petition; we did not understand what
it meant ; but when we did we signed the anti-suffrage protest. When
I marry I expect to get a husband who can be trusted to make the
laws that are to protect me and my children, and until that time, my
father will look out for me better than I could for myself.””

It is said by the suffragists that I represent women who are
slaves ; and that we boast of our bondage. Well, gentlemen, if it is
to be a slave to be a woman iu this part of the 1gth century, in the
United States of America, where women are so protected by laws
made for them by men, that they may enjoy every privilege a man
enjoys without annoyance or effort ; where men toil from morning
till night to provide the women of their households with the
luxuries of life as well as its necessities ; where ninety-nine men
stand ready to chastise the one man who may dare to insult a woman ;
where nothing that the womenly women ask for legally is denied
them by men ; then I am proud to belong to that class of women
whom the suffragists dub “‘slaves’; and it is in the name of these
women who are living the lives God intended them to live, whose
cven wholesome existence in the _chf-er of youth, in the bloom of
maturity, and in the calm decline of age, proves the wisdom and
beneficence of the Creator,—your mothers, your wives, your
daughters,--I ask you not to embody in your platform any resolution,
that even by the greatest stretch of imagination, could convey a
belief that you approved of and favored woman suffrage.

Officers of the Anti-Suffrage Association of the Third Judicial
District of the State of New Yorl :

Mrs. J. V. I,. PRUYN, Mrs. Erasrus Corming,
President, Mzs. J. Howarp KIne,
MRrs. WirLiam J. WALLACE, MRrs. Wi, 0. Strnravan,

15t Vice-President, MRS, WILL 1AM CASSIDY
. 5 ]
Mrs. Wu. B. VAN RENSSELALR, Mgws. Jour, R. REED
: 4D,
Secretary. Mzrs. FrREDERICK TOWNSEND,
Mrs., Josgem GAvIT, - Miss Lucy A. PryMproN
; ]
Treasurer. Executive Commitice,
Mrs. W. Winsrow CRANNELL, Chairman.
Other leaflets may be obtained by applying to the Anti-

o Suff
Association, 13 Elk Street, Albany, N, ¥, b



